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THE PATHFINDER PROCESS

      SOLUTIONS FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES



	THE PATHFINDER PROCESS
Seeking the best outcomes for children

What to expect from the court  and what is
	expected of you
INTRODUCTION


					INTRODUCTION

An application for enforcement  of a child arrangements order has been made. The aim of this document is to explain how the court will deal with  that.   

The first thing for you to know is that in all the decisions that the court makes, your Children’s welfare is the most important thing. 

				
 STAGES OF THE COURT PROCESS




There are 2 main stages. They are;

1. Information Gathering and Assessment

2. Decision making

INFORMATION GATHERING AND ASSESSMENT

INFORMATION GATHERING AND ASSESSMENT


During this initial stage  the court will;
1.  Look at your application. This is sometimes called gatekeeping.
2. Get a child impact report if necessary. 
3. Carry out case management- this is where the court decides what further  steps need to be taken.

The Child Impact Report
· CAFCASS (which stands for Child and Family Court Advisory and Support Service) usually prepares the report.  The report will be focussed on the enforcement application only. 
· This includes making checks with the Police and the Local Authority as to whether they have had any involvement with the parents or in respect of the children since the final order was made. 
· They may want to get an update and find out what has been working well and not so well  by  talking  with other people involved with your child/children  including school, nursery or also such as GP’s or Health Visitors.
· They are likely to want to talk to you.
· They may in some cases want to make an arrangement to meet with the child or children but this is not always necessary for this type of application. 
· CAFCASS will usually take about 4 weeks to provide the report.
· The report will include the proposals from CAFCASS about what they think is in the best interests of your child or children including their recommendations about any form of enforcement action. 

Case Management
· When the child impact report is available the case will be looked at by a Judge or Legal Advisor and they will decide what happens next which may be by arranging a court hearing to make a decision about what should happen. 

INTERVENTION AND DECISION MAKING

	

INTERVENTION AND DECISION MAKING


With the help of the child impact report, it may be possible to reach agreement as to the outcome. 

If you can reach an agreement, arrangements will be made so that the agreement can be turned into a court order without you needing to have to attend a court hearing.

 You will be told whether you need to attend a court hearing.  If a hearing is required it will usually be held within 2-3 weeks of receipt of the Child Impact Report if not timetabled to take place earlier. 



			KEEPING EVERYONE SAFE AT COURT





It is important that everyone who attend court feels as comfortable and safe as possible. If you have worries about your safety in any family court hearing you should immediately tell the court. The email address for requesting safety measures is family.birmingham.countycourt@justice.gov.uk
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